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Ttieration of his numerous discoveries of coal, oil, shale, man¬ 
ganese, diamonds, etc. In 1910 lie married Margaret Legge, 
daughter of John Walker, of Melbourne, and seven years alter 
her death ui 1920 he married Elinore Almond, eldest daughter 
of the late Reverend Granville Ramage. His widow and two 
sons survive him. 

Reading ovcr the foregoing, it seems too statistical. Kitson 
was sincerely religious, an abstainer, and rather serious in his 
outlook oil life; but, notwithstanding, he enjoyed his part in the 
lighter side of existence. Still his work was his chief delight. 
An adept in gathering facts, and also addicted to the collecting of 
auto and artefacts, his object was not the amassing of numbers: 
he sec to work generalising on his accumulated facts, and in this 
aspect of geology his deductions were brilliant The world of 
science has lost an indefatigable and reliable worker, and we 
have lost an old and tried companion. 
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SWAMPS NEAR MOORABBIN. 

By T. S. Hart. 

fn the more settled parts nf the sandy country south-east 0l! 
Melbourne, most of the old swamps have disappeared, but in the 
eastern part of the district several remain, with more or less of 
the native vegetation and still visited by some water-loving birds 

A good road and a fairly deep drain now traverse the former 
Reedy Swamp, some three miles south of Oakleigh, but part Of 
this area carried last spring a dense growth of Swamp S inner rop, 
and a small yellow Buttercup. In the. water, the White Water- 
Buttercup was seen. ' It is easily overlooked, as the plant is 
almost ail submerged and the white petal? very fugacious. 

Tn the next valley to the south-west, about a couple, of miles 
east of Moorabhin, there is a considerable area of permanent 
water. From the east a three chain road (unmade) probably 
indicates that it was impoilant for stock. The Bulrush, Typho, 
is abundant, but in this district it only occurs in a few places 
more than usually wet. Clear water among the Bulrushes gives 
sheltered resorts for duck and other water-fowl, though they 
show an inclination to leave, when disturbed, for the safer waters 
•at the Benevolent Home a mile down the valley. 
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Another water, south-west of Moorabbin, remains through the 
Summer. Water Ribbons (Triglocfun ptoccni) arc common as 
usual, but a considenibfe area is occupied by the Marsh Club Rush. 
Sarpus marUiruuJ, with a light green colour. Duller patches are a 
Small Spike Rush. Here and .j* other places Azofh and Lenina 
and apparently IVolffia. are abundant. 

A shallow swamp area near the High etc Recreation Ground 
dried rapidly during February and March. Its margins were a 
fine hunting-ground for the While-fronted Heron It is remark¬ 
able bow these birds merge in the surroundings, even in this open 
place. Occasionally the White-necked Heron is seen. 

The springs and wet places cast of Point Nepean Road differ 
somewhat from those nearer the coast. The Scented Paper Park 
is commoner, and the wet place heaths, the Blunt-leaf Heath and 
the Pink Swamp Heath {S prengetia- incar no t.a) which is regarded 
as a good indicator of at least nearly permanent witness. There 
are several Restiaccous plants. The Twin-leaf Drusem still 
survives, but is rare. The Spoon-leaf Drosera is rather more 
frequent, but also seems to require a good oozy place. 

Leaves of the Large. Tongue Orchid are readily found at places 
in this eastern part, and it may be noticed that the Horned Orchid 
has been seen in recent years jn a grassy flat near Black Rock, but 
the valley where these two occurred near Cheltenham is now' 
occupied land. 

A rather unexpected feature is the occurrence of salty patches 
at several places near Moorabbin. At three oi these the Beaded 
Glasswnrt (is found, sometimes sri large quantity. The Creeping 
Monkey Flower is seen occasionally. Sea Barley Grass and a 
small Planfago are often abundant. These salty areas are not 
coastal flats, as the valley floors are about 90 to 120 feet above 
sea-lcvcl. The salt is probably present in some of the marine 
sediments of which the district is composed. 


TJulyaittra Matthcw.ui, Cheeseman {Trans. N.Z. /n.rl. jrfiii (1910), p. 
377). This New Zealand species is identical in every particular with 
Itic specter kntwwu in Victoria, from the Grampians Area, as 'J fief. P'Alftmii, 
Rogers, {Trans. Roy. Sbc.. Rlh tiv (1930), p, 42), The former 

name, therefore, must he established on Victorian records 

—W. TT. Nlcaoi.i-s. 


Whilst on a collecting trip I o the Grampians in company with Mr. J. 
Firth (a fellow member of Ihe Club), and Gilbert F. Rogers, tourist 
guide, Halts Gap, 1 was shown a fine lot of young King Ferns {Taden 
bariaru) growing between rocks and a fair distance from water, f bad 
never seen these terns away from running water or swajtips before. Per¬ 
haps other members of ihe Club have noticed King Ferns growing under 
similar, fairly dry, conditions in mountain districts. 


—C. French. 



